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Synopsis 

After the completion of Part I of Philosophical Investigations and up 

until his death, Wittgenstein wrote extensively about psychological 

and epistemological notions. In recent years, there has been a 

growing interest in Wittgenstein’s treatment of concepts such as 

certainty, doubt, and belief. This focus on the epistemological 

contributions of what has sometimes been dubbed ‘the Third 

Wittgenstein’ has somewhat overshadowed Wittgenstein’s striking 

and often idiosyncratic remarks about various and sundry 

psychological notions and his abortive attempts to arrive at a more 

or less systematic classification of them. This workshop aims to 

illuminate some of these perhaps unduly neglected aspects of 

Wittgenstein’s late philosophy. A special emphasis will be placed on 

seeing-as, since the discussion of that phenomenon is particularly 

elaborate and provides a unifying thread to parts of Wittgenstein’s 

seemingly disjointed discussions, especially in section xi of 

“Philosophy of Psychology: A Fragment” (formerly known as Part II 

of Philosophical Investigations). Apart from examining specific 

phenomena and notions, more general methodological issues might 

also be discussed, concerning in particular the legitimacy of a 

‘grammatical’ approach to philosophical psychology. 

For this one-day workshop we will be joined by William Child, who 

is Professor of Philosophy at the University of Oxford (University 

College). He is the author of a standard introduction to 

Wittgenstein’s philosophy (Wittgenstein, Routledge, 2011) and has 

written seminal papers on a wide range of topics in Wittgenstein’s 

philosophy of mind and psychology, often highlighting their 

relevance to contemporary debates in the field. 

 

 



Programme 

 

Friday, 23rd November 2018 

 

9:30 – 10:50 Wittgenstein, Seeing-As, and Novelty 

   William Child (University College, Oxford) 

11:10 – 12:30 Wittgenstein and Phenomenal Concepts 

   William Child (University College, Oxford) 

Lunch Break 

 

14:00 – 14:50 Wittgenstein’s Aesthetic Perspectivism 

   Philip Mills (Royal Holloway, University of London) 

15:00 – 15:50 Aspect Perception, Thinking, and Seeing 

   Pit Genot (University of Zurich) 

16:00 – 16:50 Wittgenstein on Inner Consciousness 

   Charlotte Gauvry (Université de Liège) 

17:00 – 17:50 Conversion and Rationality: Wittgenstein, van 

Fraassen, and the Need for Decision 

   Charles Djordjevic (University of Zurich) 

18:00 – 18:50 Aspect Dawning and the Constitutive Uncertainty 

of the Mental 

 Ben Sorgiovanni (Queen’s College, Oxford) 

Workshop Dinner 



Details 

 

Registration: pit.genot@philos.uzh.ch 

https://www.philosophie.uzh.ch/de/doktorat/zdw/wpp.html 

 

Venue: 

University of Zurich 

Room: SOE-F-8 

Schönberggasse 71 

8001 Zürich 

 

Attendance is free, but registration is necessary. In order to register, 

please send an e-mail stating your full name, academic title and 

institutional affiliation to pit.genot@philos.uzh.ch. 


