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The Conceptual Engineering Online Seminar
series is co-organized by
the Department of Philosophy of the University
of Zurich and the Arché
Philosophical Research
Centre at the University of
St Andrews. The meetings
take place on zoom every
Tuesday at 4-6pm Swiss
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14 sessions in total).

Philosophy is often concerned with structural ways of analysing systems and their dynamics. I shall refer to them as “conceptual logics”.
Modernity has been dominated by two main conceptual logics, Kant’s
and Hegel’s. Kant’s transcendental logic concerns the study of the
conditions of possibility of a system under investigation. It is therefore
consistent with causal and genetic forms of reasoning, with the identification of necessary and sufficient conditions, with past-oriented
analyses of what must have been the case for something else to be the
case, and with the natural sciences. Hegel’s dialectical logic concerns
the study of dynamic equilibria. It is therefore more easily associated
with polarised and procedural ways of reasoning, with the identification of contrasts and their resolutions, with present-oriented analyses
of processes and mutual interactions, and with the social sciences.
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